
More photos from this program
on the back cover...above: Keynote speakers Michael Andrews (left) and Omékongo Dibinga.

below: Holocaust survivors Susan Rothschild and Sel Hubert answered questions from the student audience.

9th Annual Human Rights Institute
For High School Student Leaders
On March 17, the HHREC hosted our ninth All Day Human Rights Institute for High School Leaders.
The HHREC gratefully acknowledges the funders for the Human Rights Institute: the Louise &
Ardé Bulova Fund, the Lowenstein Family Foundation, Mindy and Howard Unger, Paula and

Jeffrey Yormak and the Heller Family Foundation. This year the Duchesne Center of Manhattanville College co-sponsored this program.
Students and educators from 22 regional high schools, numbering over 300, brought Manhattanville’s campus alive as they educated
themselves and their peers about the human rights crises of the 21st century.  They grappled with the complexities and gravity of local
and global events with the determination of true leaders. 

The day began with a presentation by keynote speakers Omékongo Dibinga and Michael Andrews.  Their goal is to empower individuals
and communities with the tools to prevent and stop genocide as well as building a permanent anti-genocide constituency. Next, 55 jun-
iors and seniors who attended the Institute during the last two years led twelve workshops about human rights concerns.  In the work-
shops these upperclassmen educated sophomores attending the Institute for the first time about issues as diverse as Homelessness

in the US, Domestic Violence, Immigration Detention, Child Soldiers,
Honor Killings, Hate Crimes, Human Trafficking Sex Trade and
Women’s Rights.

While the sophomores attended the morning workshops, educators
and administrators participating in this event attended a professional
development workshop given by Dr. Marlene Yahalom, Director of
Education of the HHREC. The teachers learned more about the 
connection between the Holocaust and Human Rights.  Resources for
classroom use were distributed and participants viewed part of the
documentary film "Testimony of the Human Spirit" and learned how
to effectively incorporate this valuable educational tool into their 
lesson plans.

During lunch each school met to develop an action plan to follow up
after the Institute.  Some schools chose to increase their presence in
their school while others preferred to organize human rights type

clubs.  All attending students also received a
list of clubs from ten schools who are willing
to share their work with the other schools and
hopefully formulate some joint activities.

The program concluded with the showing of
Chapter I, Indoctrination & Discrimination, of
Testimony of the Human Spirit and the
Holocaust Survivors featured in this section of
the documentary film, Sel Hubert and Susan
Rothschild, answered questions from the
audience.   

For more information about this program
and how your school can be a part of this
event next year, please contact our offices 

at 914 696 0738, info@hhrecny.org  
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Name________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________State______ Zip _____________

Phone_______________________________ Email ___________________________________

I understand my gift is tax deductible to the full extent of the law.  
Mail to: HHREC  

2900 Purchase Street, Purchase, New York 10577
Phone: 914.696.0738   www.hhrecny.org 

Book Naming Opportunity
A perfect way to commemorate or celebrate and contribute to the HHREC

Please check the amount of your donation:
n $36.00 dedicating one book n $72.00 dedicating 2 books

n 5 Books for 175.00 n Other, _____ books x $36.00 = $__________

n My check, payable to HHREC 
(Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center) is enclosed

n Please charge my gift to my credit card:  n Visa    n MasterCard    n AmEx 

Account No. ___________________________________________________ Exp ___________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________

1st Naming - please send an acknowledgement to:

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________State______ Zip _____________

2nd Naming - please send an acknowledgement to:

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________State______ Zip _____________

1st Naming: I would like to name a book (please choose one) n In Honor;   n In Memory;    n Celebration of a Special Occasion: ____________________________  

2nd Naming: I would like to name a book (please choose one) n In Honor;   n In Memory;    n Celebration of a Special Occasion: ____________________________ 

Dr. & Mrs. Elie Abemayor
Ms. Evelyn Albert
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer Barback
Ms. Stella Benkel
Ms. Dottie Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bloom
Mrs. Doris Chance
Mrs. Evelyn Clyman
Mr. Nicholas Colabella
Mr. & Mrs. Mark S. Comora
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn R. Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Cooper
Mr. Glenn Davis
Ms. Muriel Dolinksy
Ms. Jane Elin
Mrs. Joy Ensor
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Ettenger
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Finkelstein
Ms. Theresa Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. Sandor Frankel
Ms. Marian Froehlich
Mr. & Mrs. Bertram Gelfand
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Gingold
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Goldfarb-Weber

Ms. Michelle Goldman
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Goldstein
Dr. Anita Grover
Dr. Abraham L. Halpern
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Handel
Hon. Timothy C. Idoni
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Joseph
Mrs. Harriet Kaplow
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kirsch
Rev. Phoebe T. Kitson-Davis
Dr. & Mrs. Paul G. Kleinman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard E. Kobrin
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Korosh
Dr. Adrienne Krausz
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Jay Krull
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Laster
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome D. Lebowitz
Ms. Harriet Leibowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Lituchy
Mr. & Mrs. Mayer Luden
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Margulies
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Margulies
Miller Realty Associates
Mr. David M. Nanus

Mr. & Mrs. Alex E. Neuburger
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Newman
Mr. William Newman
Ms. Charlotte Oestreicher
Mr. & Mrs. Joshue B. Parker
Ms. Phyllis Pohl
Mr. Steven Polivy
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rosenblum
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Rothman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael R. Rozen
Mr. Martin Rumscheidt
Mr. Dov Schlein
Dr. & Mrs. John Scott
Mr. & Mrs. George Sherry
Mr. Leon Silverman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Smith
Mr. Michael Solondz
Mr. & Mrs. Edward C. Steinberg
Mr. & Mrs. Walter P. Stern
Dr. Tina Strobos
Ms. Thea Szklarski
Mrs. Francine Tancer

Honor a Loved One with our Book Naming Project  
The HHREC recognizes the following individuals for their support of our Book Naming
Project.  Anyone can participate in the project.  With each gift of $36, a book in our collection
is dedicated in honor or memory of a loved one.  After a donation is received, a bookplate is
placed in one of our volumes, and an acknowledgement is sent to the honoree or his or her
family as requested. This is meaningful way to mark a Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah, Yarhzeit,
birthday, or other significant milestone and to support Holocaust and Human Rights 
education at the same time. 

Contact the office at 914.696.0738 or visit our website at www.hhrecny.org to make a donation.

~ THANK YOU FOR GIVING ~
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Mission:
The Holocaust and Human Rights Education
Center is an interfaith, not-for-profit 
organization serving Westchester, Putnam
and Fairfield Counties.  Our mission is to
enhance the teaching and learning of the lessons of the
Holocaust and the right of all people to be treated with 
dignity and respect.  We encourage students to speak up 
and act against all forms of bigotry and prejudice.

HHREC Appoints New
Board and Advisory

Board Members

The HHREC is happy to announce
David A. Alpert as the newest Board
member and Kenneth M. Donato as
the newest Advisory Board member.  

David A. Alpert is Senior Vice
President of Riverside Memorial
Chapel. Alpert also serves on the
Board of Governors at Yeshiva
University’s Wurzweiler School of
Social Work, is vice president of the
Advisory Board of the New York
Board of Rabbis and serves on the
advisory council of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of New
York. Alpert is a past president of 
the Free Synagogue of Westchester
and the Westchester Putnam Council
of B’nai B’rith.  He sits on the Board
of Directors at the International
Synagogue of JFK International
Airport and the Advisory Council 
of Mourners After Care Institute.

Kenneth M. Donato is currently the
Executive Director of the United Way
Westchester and Putnam 2-1-1
Hudson Valley Region which 
connects people in need to agencies
and other organizations that can
help them. Donato is also retired
Chief of Police in the Town of
Ossining Police Department.  He has
dedicated his career to public 
service with many professional 
affiliations as a member of the
Westchester County Chief’s of Police
Association, Westchester County
Domestic Violence Council,
Westchester County Protect the Kids
Committee and Westchester County
Elder Abuse Coalition.  

www.hhrecny.org

Michael Berenbaum to Present
Distinguished Lecture
The HHREC’s Distinguished Lecture Series will conclude its
2009-2010 season on April 15 when Dr. Michael
Berenbaum’s topic will be “The Uses, The Abuses & The
Denial of the Holocaust.”  An international scholar in
Holocaust education, commemoration and remembrance,
Dr. Berenbaum served as the Deputy Director of the
President’s Commission on the Holocaust, Project Director
for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and
president of the Shoah Visual History Foundation. Dr.
Berenbaum is currently Director of the Sigi Ziering Institute
at the American Jewish University in Los Angeles.   

Dr. Berenbaum’s presentation
is part of the HHREC’s annual
Yom Hashoah lecture and com-
memoration, which features a
candle lighting in honor of the

victims of the Holocaust.  It is also the evening that the HHREC
presents our Susan J. Goldberg Memorial Teacher Award to an
educator in our region from our Educators Planning Committee
whose work exemplifies Susan’s passion to eradicate bigotry
and hatred. The award was established in 2003 in honor of
Susan’s memory and her profound professional and personal
dedication to Holocaust and Human Rights education. This
year’s award will be presented to Garfield Charles of Greenwich
High School.  Garfield has spent the past six years of his twenty
year career teaching English at the Greenwich High school and is
a member of the HHREC Educators Planning Committee. 

The HHREC is grateful to our underwriters for the lecture, the New York Council for the
Humanities and the Jack Chester Foundation.  The lecture is free and open to the public and
begins at 7:30 pm in Reid Hall at Manhattanville College. To ensure adequate seating, 
reservations are required of groups and requested of individuals. RSVP to the HHREC at
914.696.0738 or email info@hhrecny.org. 

The Duchesne Center of Manhattanville College and the Jewish Student Association joins us
in co-sponsoring this event. 

Dr. Michael Berenbaum

Garfield Charles, Greenwich High
School English Educator and

Educators Planning Committee
Member, HHREC.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chairman
Richard Laster

Vice Chairs
Andrew R. Benerofe

Gary Joseph
Lee Katz, Ph.D.

Secretary
Gary Joseph

Treasurer
Andrew R. Benerofe

Board Members
Elie Abemayor, M.D.

David A. Alpert
Scott T. Baken

Richard A. Berman
Michael D. Blechman

Delores Scott Brathwaite
Brigid Driscoll, RSHM, Ph.D.

Paul Elliot
Melvin Federbush

Elise Flagg
Frances Ginsberg, Ph.D.

Eugene M. Grant*
Sel Hubert

Habibullah Jamal, M.D.
Joseph Kaidanow
Donald M. Landis

Lee Laster
Rita Lowenstein
Harris Markhoff

Judy Matson
Valerie Moore O’Keeffe

Gabriel Rosenfeld
Bernard J. Rosenshein
Michael L. Rosenthal

Lilly Singer
Irene A. Steiner

Barbara Berger Tartell
Howard Unger

Stefan Weinberg
Daniel P. Weinreb
Claudia Weisser

Paula Yormak

Advisory Board
Norman Adler
Jessica Bacal

Mayo Gregory Bartlett
Grace Bennett

Noam Bramson
Judy Chriss

Sonja Muller Cooper
Janet DiFiore

Kenneth M. Donato
Andrew Froehlich

Sheldon Grebstein, Ph.D.
Abigail Kirsch

Joanne Landau
Michael Margulies*

Sumi Mitsudo-Koide, M.D.
Patricia M. Paz

Susan Rothschild
Seth Rutman
Sheila Stein

Irwin Winsten
Rabbi Amiel Wohl

Executive Director
Donna Cohen

Director of Education
Marlene Warshawski Yahalom, Ph.D.

* Chairman Emeritus

The Holocaust and Human Rights
Education Center 

2900 Purchase Street Purchase, NY 10577
Phone: 914.696.0738 • Fax:  914.696.0843

Email: info@hhrecny.org
www.hhrecny.org

News Briefs
Voices of Remembrance Commemoration 
Join the HHREC and Westchester Jewish Conference for Westchester
County’s Annual Yom Hashoah Commemoration on April 11, 2010 at The
Hebrew Institute of White Plains. Keynote Speaker will be Dr. Moshe
Avital, a child survivor of Buchenwald and Israeli Freedom Fighter. This
event coincides with the 65th anniversary of Dr. Avital’s liberation from
Buchenwald.  Westchester County Executive Robert Astorino will offer
remarks and the Solomon Schechter School of Westchester Choir will 
perform. The program begins at 1:30 pm. The commemoration is co-
sponsored by American Jewish Committee, Beth El Synagogue Center of
New Rochelle, Congregation Sons of Israel, Shaarei Tikvah-The Scarsdale Conservative
Congregation, Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester, Temple Israel of New Rochelle, Westchester
Community for Humanistic Judaism, J Teen Leadership and Westchester Jewish Conference.  Please
contact the HHREC at 914.696.0738 for further information.  We gratefully acknowledge the Irwin
Weiner Charitable Foundation, Harris Markhoff, President, for support of this program.

19th Annual Community Interfaith Holocaust and Human Rights Commemoration
On April 22, the Eastchester-Bronxville-Tuckahoe Coalition for Building Bridges for Better
Understanding will hold its 19th annual Holocaust Commemoration. This year HHREC board 
member and Westchester County Human Rights Commissioner Delores Scott Brathwaite will give
the keynote address at the event, which will be held at the Bronxville Reformed Church, beginning
at 7:30pm.  Once again the HHREC is also sponsoring an art and essay contest for the Bronxville,
Eastchester and Tuckahoe high schools.  The theme of this year’s contest is “Making a Difference
Today Can Be Influenced By Remembering Events of the Past.” The evening will also feature a 
candle lighting led by six survivors—Betty Knoop, Clara Knopfler, Ed Lessing, Jack Polak, Lilly
Singer, and Jay Sommer—who are active in the HHREC Speakers Bureau program coordinated by
Susan Rothschild. For more information, please call the HHREC at 914.696.0738. 

Dr. Moshe Avital

9th Annual Human
Rights Institute For

High School
Student Leaders

March 17, 2010

Keynote speakers Michael Andrews (left) and Omékongo
Dibinga (right) with Dr. Marlene Yahalom (center)

Sel Hubert greets students at the Human Rights Institute.

Keynote speakers Michael Andrews (left) and Omékongo
Dibinga (right) worked together in presenting human

rights awareness at the Human Rights Institute.


