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Our Deepest Gratitude and Heartfelt Thanks 
to our Honorees


������������"��
�#$�"
for your inspired Leadership and Commitment to our Mission

��"��"������ #��#���� ���
��
for your generosity and wisdom
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For your tireless efforts to bear witness to the Holocaust

����$�	�
� "��
for upholding human rights

�

With much respect,
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Judy Altman
Dr. Moshe Avital

Ruth Bachner
Melvin Federbush
Esther Geizhals

Bettina Graf
Selmar Hubert

Betty Knoop
Clara Knopfler
Sylvie Lednicer

Ed Lessing
Dr. Lola Margulies

Alan Moskin

Gerry Ruckhaus
Lillyan Rosenberg
Susan Rothschild

Jay Sommer
Bernard Storch

Dr. Tina Strobos
Stefan Weinberg
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Lee and Richard Laster
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Bernard J. Rosenshein (Z”L)
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Committee and Contributors
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November 3, 2011
Dear Friends,

Thank you for joining us this evening.  This is a very special night because we are honoring
many unique individuals who truly represent what it means to Be the Difference.

During his 14 years as Chairman, Richard Laster strengthened the leadership position of the
Center by broadening its mission to include human rights education and by encouraging the
introduction of innovative educational programs in school districts in Westchester, Putnam
and Fairfield Counties.  He was instrumental in supporting the production and distribution
of a video of the Holocaust narrated by members of our Speakers Bureau.  Lee Laster also has
served as a dedicated Board member for the past 14 years.

Bernard J. Rosenshein (Z”L) was an active Board member, devoted to HHREC’s efforts to
honor the memory of those who perished in the Holocaust. Since 2007, Mr. Rosenshein had
generously underwritten the HHREC Annual Benefit, enabling the Center to reach more
students and teachers in our community.  We are grateful that the Rosenshein family carries
on that generous tradition tonight.

The members of our Speakers Bureau of Holocaust survivors, rescuers and liberators share their
wartime experiences with thousands of students, teachers and community members yearly.

Tonight’s keynote speaker, the Honorable Janet DiFiore, District Attorney of Westchester
County, has worked tirelessly in the field of human rights, particularly on behalf of victims
of domestic violence. 

This past school year,  HHREC’s programs – which include the All-Day Institute for High
School Student Leaders, the Educators Trip to Washington, D.C., the  Passover Seder with
the German School,  the countywide Annual Yom HaShoah  Commemoration, our Speakers
Bureau and our Professional Development workshops for teachers – reached more than 40
school districts in three counties.  The Speakers Bureau volunteers alone logged more than
70 presentations, reaching about 9000 individuals. 

How do we measure the success of our efforts?  I will share with you just one of the comments
received from a student this year who attended our All-Day Institute for Student Leaders:
“The biggest factor in fighting for a cause is awareness.  Since there is no Human Rights club
in our school, we plan to start with a base, the Human Rights Awareness Club.  There is
strength in numbers, and we plan to educate our entire school about the violations of human
rights that take place today.  We hope that by making our students aware, we will inspire
them to branch off into other clubs.”

Your support this evening will allow us to continue to expand our educational outreach pro-
grams at a time when they are most sorely needed in our schools.  Thank you for your con-
tinuing commitment to our mission.

Truly,

David A. Alpert, Chairman

A Message from the Chairman
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A. Fishman & Son
Advanced Dentistry of Westchester
American Bistro Restaurant
Amsterdam Marriott
Angelo Mastrogiacomo Landscaping
Anne Frank Center USA
Aquario Restaurant
Caroline Bauman, MD
Beehive Armonk
Andrew Benerofe
Betsy Hotel
Be True Yoga
Berger Appliances
Sid Bernstein
Faygie Bienenfeld
Blue Man Group
BLT Steak White Plains
Bonnie Briar Country Club
Deborah and Richard Born
Bowery and Canal Walking Tours
Bradford Portraits
Chani Bryks
Buffalo Trace Distillery
CBS2 News
Central Animal Hospital
Chef Central
City Limits Diner
Sean and Anne Coffey
CollegeStep LLC
Cooke’s Flowers
County Tennis Club
Crabtree’s Kittle House
Marilyn Damast
Dance Cavise
Elizabeth DeRobertis
Debbie and Michael Doppelt
Doral Arrowwood 

Richard Ebers
Eden Wok Restaurant
Enve Creative
Enrico’s of Hartsdale
Estetica Hair Salon
Fab Faux
Elsa and Marvin Federbush
Elise and Noel Flagg
Folksbiene Yiddish Theatre
Fuerzabruta
FujifilmCorp.
Gemstone Catering
Golden Opportunities II
Hair Dimension
Caren Hammerman
Harris’s Happy Hunter Hideaway
Harry’s of Hartsdale
Hats by Rivka
Rachel Heisler
Historic Hudson Valley
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater
Hudson Valley Renegades
Hyatt Regency Greenwich 
International Center of Photography
Invitations Plus
Isabella Company
J. Pocker
Jacob Burns Film Center
Jane Mogel Interior Designs
JCC of Mid-Westchester
Jewels by Joanne
Jewish Museum
Allison Kern-Adler
Abigail Kirsch
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
Knit and Fit
Koby Hayon Trio

Auction and Raffle Sponsors

We gratefully thank and acknowledge our generous auction and raffle sponsors:

We apologize for any inadvertent omissions.
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Auction and Raffle Sponsors

Kramer Portraits
La Cremalliere
Lake Isle Country Club
Lee and Richard Laster
Lenny’s Bagels
Lia Schorr Day Spa
LIFT
Lords South Beach Hotel
Lower East Side Tenement Museum
Luigi’s of Eastchester
Macy’s
Gail Mahler
Main Street Pediatric Dentistry
Martel Restaurant
Matisyahu
Eddie Meister
Alan Moskin
Musicals Tonight!
Museum of Jewish Heritage
Frank Nairne
Neuberger Museum of Art
New Roc Glatt
New York Botanical Garden
New York School of Esthetics
New York Sports & Spinal PT
Norman Rockwell Museum
Office of Drs. Ruth & Eric Treiber
Orchestra of the League of Composers
Order Out of Chaos
Paramount Center for the Arts
Pearlman Aesthetic Surgery
Pinnacle Prep
Amy Philo
Ina and Jack Polak
Pomegranate
Prime Time Cafe
Doug Proudian
Red Hat on the River

Red Lion Inn
Renaissance Westchester Hotel
Brian Ripka
Royal Green Appliances
Ruth Hendel Productions
S. Sackowitz Jewelers
Salmon Run Fish House
Sam Ash Music Corp.
Sam’s of Gedney Way
Scarsdale Country Club
Serenity Nail Salon
Shear Pleasure Hair Design
Allison Siegel
Michael Siegel
Stephen Siegel
Darina Silverman
Sticks & Strings in Scarsdale
Susan Woog Wagner Photography
Steiner Sports 
Dave Stevenson 
Stonybrook Kennel
Summit Music Festival
Syon Kosher Meats
Taiim Falafel Shack
Taim Home Cooking, Inc.
Barbara Tartell
Lewis Trencher 
Underhills Crossing
Maria Varela
Wallflowers Pictures by Judy Vladimir
WeWearit Jewelry
Westchester Chamber Music Society
Westchester Philharmonic Orchestra
Wicked LLC
Anne Wiesel
Zachys Wine & Liquor
Blanche Zimmerman

We apologize for any inadvertent omissions.

(continued)
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Amsterdam Marriott

Anne Frank House, Amsterdam

Helena Belloff, HHREC Student Volunteer

Madeline Belloff, HHREC Student Volunteer

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines

Magic Moments Video Productions

Frank Nairne

Jennifer Phelps, HHREC Volunteer

Rosenshein Family, Mamaroneck Beach & Yacht Club

Susan Rothschild, Director of Speakers Bureau

Gerry Ruckhaus, HHREC Volunteer

Julia Scallero

Michael Smith, HHREC Volunteer

Frank Soriano, House of Flowers

Speakers Bureau Volunteers

Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center
4 West Red Oak Lane, Suite 330

White Plains, NY 10604
Phone: 914.696.0738

Fax: 914.696.0843
Email: info@hhrecny.org 

Website: www.hhrecny.org 

Special Acknowledgements
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Lee and Richard Laster

The Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center is proud to honor Richard and Lee Laster
with its Spirit of Humanity Award for their generosity and many years of dedicated leadership
and service to our organization.

Richard served as Chairman of the Board of HHREC for 14 years until May, 2011, and continues
as an involved board member.   Lee has been an active board member for 14 years.

Richard strengthened the Center’s leadership position in Holocaust and human rights education
and interfaith outreach.   He broadened its mission to include human rights education and 
encouraged the introduction of innovative educational programs in Westchester, Putnam and
Fairfield Counties.  He supported the production and distribution of a video of the Holocaust
that is narrated by members of our Speakers Bureau.  

Born in Vienna, Austria, Richard immigrated to the United States in 1940 and graduated in
1944 from Polytechnic Institute of New York.   Upon graduation, he joined General Foods 
Corporation as a junior research engineer.  His 38-year career with General Foods included 
positions in research, operations and marketing and led to the positions of president of the
Maxwell House Coffee Division and executive vice president and director of General Foods.  

Following retirement from General Foods, Richard led the start-up of DNA Plant Technology
Corporation (an agricultural biotechnology company) and WellGen.  

The Lasters’ commitment to community extends beyond their involvement with HHREC.    He
is a director of the American Committee for the Weizmann Institute of Science and a former
trustee of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester.  He was chairman of the Purchase College
Foundation, a trustee of Polytechnic University and chairman of the Westchester Education
Coalition.

Spirit of Humanity Award



He has served on the boards of RiceTec, Inc. (a privately owned specialty rice company), the
Prince of Liechtenstein Foundation, Bowater Incorporated, the Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company and Peptor Ltd. (an Israeli start-up in genetic engineering).

Richard was a member and deputy supervisor of the New Castle Town Board, president of the
Chappaqua School Board and vice president of the United Way of Westchester, and in 1980
was appointed by the Governor of New York to the Purchase College Council.  Richard is active
in various professional and environmental organizations.

Lee Laster, born in Vienna, Austria, came to the United States in 1940.  She graduated from
Barnard College as a major in comparative literature.  She held various positions as a language
teacher in both private schools in New York City, as well as in the middle and high schools 
in Chappaqua.  She is currently a travel consultant.  As Richard’s career required frequent 
relocation, Lee, lovingly, provided the comforts of home to the family.

She is a former director of the Chappaqua Orchestra and has been in leadership positions in 
numerous town organizations.

Richard and Lee have lived in Chappaqua for 49 years.  They have two children, four lovely
grandchildren and a handsome great-grandson.

Be the Difference
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Courage To Care Award

Bernard J. Rosenshein (Z”L)

Bernard Rosenshein was a shopping center developer and owner of the Mamaroneck Beach and
Yacht Club who was dedicated both to local and Jewish philanthropies.  He believed that working
for good in one’s community was an important aspect of life.

Bernie was born in the South Bronx. He attended Yeshiva University and City College, where
he earned a bachelor's degree in Business Adminstration in Real Estate.

He founded Rosenshein Associates, a development firm that built and managed more than 75
shopping centers over the past 50 years, including one of the first reinvestments in shopping
infrastructure in the South Bronx during the mid-1980s.

Bernie purchased Mamaroneck Beach and Yacht Club in the early 1970’s, and considered it his
pride and joy.  He loved sailing, tennis, and the beautiful grounds at MBYC, and was passionate
about sharing his love of life with others.

Bernie served as a trustee for the International Council of Shopping Centers, and as a board
member of the Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center and the Hudson River Museum.
He was also he was also dedicated to UJA Federation, B'nai B'rith, Westchester Children's 
Museum, and the Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation. 

He was married to Carol Rosenshein for 35 years, with whom he raised their three daughters,
Lisa Todes, Michele Geller, and Julie Rosenshein. After her passing, he was fortunate to marry
Rahma Jarcho Rosenshein.  He dearly loved his grandchildren Cayla and Joshua Todes, Noah
and Sasha Geller, and Becca and Jodi Jarcho.

He was also passionate about skiing, music and Jewish Heritage. 
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The Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center
is proud to honor the work of our

Speakers Bureau
We salute you as you reach your milestone of having educated 

140,000 students, teachers and community members.

Thank you for inspiring so many lives!

Our Speakers Bureau Honorees

Judy Altmann Jasina, Czechoslovakia (1925) Survivor
After Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen, Ms. Altmann came to the U.S. in 1948 and
now lives in Stamford.

Dr. Moshe Avital Ruthenia, Czechoslovakia (1930) Survivor
From Ghetto Berehovo, Auschwitz and Buchenwald, Dr. Avital is now an 
accomplished American author.

Ruth Bachner Vienna, Austria (1929) Survivor
Since Kristallnacht and hiding, Ms. Bachner immigrated  in 1947 to the U.S. and
now lives in Somers.

Melvin Federbush Deblin, Poland (1923) Survivor
Surviving Triglitz and Buchenwald, Mr. Federbush came to the U.S. in 1950 and
now lives in Scarsdale.

Esther Geizhals Lodz, Poland (1929) Survivor
From Auschwitz, Bergen-Belsen, and Rochlitze, Ms. Geizhals immigrated in 1947
and lives in Larchmont.

Bettina Graf Vienna, Austria (1927) Survivor
After Kristallnacht Ms. Graf survived the blitz before immigrating in 1940. She now
lives in New Rochelle.

Sel Hubert Cronheim, Germany (1926) Survivor
Since Kristallnacht and the Kindertransport, Mr. Hubert immigrated in 1945 and
served in the US Air Force.

Betty Knoop Amsterdam, The Netherlands (1932) Survivor
Following Westerbork and Bergen-Belsen, Ms. Knoop moved to the U.S. and now
lives in Armonk.

Clara Knopfler Transylvania, Romania (1931) Survivor
Surviving Auschwitz, Riga, and two labor camps, Ms. Knopfler came to the U.S. in
1962 and lives in California.
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Sylvie Lednicer Antwerp, Belgium (1939) Survivor
Following occupation and hiding, Ms. Lednicer immigrated to the U.S. and now lives
in Mount Kisco.

Ed Lessing The Hague, Holland (1926) Survivor
Going from hiding to the Resistance, Mr. Lessing immigrated to the U.S. in 1947 and
now lives in Hastings.

Dr. Lola Margulies Zaleszeziki, Poland (1930) Survivor
Interned in a ghetto and then hiding, Dr. Margulies came to the U.S. in 1947 and
now lives in Somers. 

Alan Moskin Englewood, New Jersey (1926) Liberator
With the US Army in France, Germany and Austria, Mr. Moskin aided in the libera-
tion of Gunskirchen.

Lillyan Rosenberg Halberstadt, Germany (1928) Survivor
Since Kristallnacht and the Kindertransport, Ms. Rosenberg immigrated in 1946 and
lives in Beechhurst.

Gerry Ruckhaus Vienna, Austria (1930) Survivor
Mr. Ruckhaus’s father was taken to Dachau and Buchenwald. The family immigrated
to the U.S. in 1939.

Jay Sommer Makachelo, Czechoslovakia (1927) Survivor
He survived Nazi labor camps and escaped the train in Auschwitz.

Bernhard Storch Bochnia, Poland (1922) Survivor/Liberator
From Siberian labor camp to Polish Army, Mr. Storch arrived in NY during 1947 and
lives in South Nyack.

Dr. Tina Strobos Amsterdam, Holland (1920) Rescuer
Dr. Strobos and her family are non- Jews who hid and saved nearly 100 people in 
their home. 

Stefan Weinberg Krakow, Poland (1923) Survivor
Surviving four camps and a death march, Mr. Weinberg immigrated to the U.S. in
1949 and lives in Purchase.

Susan Rothschild Beuthen, Germany (1928) Survivor
Ms. Rothschild has dedicated the last seventeen years of her life to administering the
HHREC Speakers Bureau. Without her parents’ courage and foresight she would
have been one of the 1.5 million children who perished in the Holocaust.

As we celebrate, please take a moment to thank our 
group of honored volunteer speakers. 
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Be the Difference Award

Keynote Speaker

District Attorney Janet DiFiore

District Attorney Janet DiFiore has dedicated her career to public service as both
a former Judge and prosecutor in Westchester County. District Attorney DiFiore
served for more than ten years as an Assistant District Attorney in Westchester
County and for the last four and one half years of her service as a prosecutor DA
DiFiore served as Chief of Narcotics, coordinating drug enforcement and prose-
cution efforts within Westchester County on behalf of local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies.  

Elected as a Judge of the Westchester County Court in 1998 and as a Justice of
the New York State Supreme Court in 2002, DA DiFiore has presided over hun-
dreds of cases in the County Court, the Family Court and the New York State
Supreme Court. 

On February 14, 2003, DA DiFiore was appointed by Chief Judge Judith Kaye to
serve as the Supervising Judge for the Criminal Courts in the 9th Judicial District,
with oversight responsibility of the criminal courts of Westchester, Dutchess, Or-
ange, Rockland and Putnam counties. DA DiFiore served as Supervising Judge of
the Criminal Courts for the 9th Judicial District until May 2005 when she re-
signed her position to run for District Attorney. 



DA DiFiore has served in numerous positions designed to promote the fair admin-
istration of justice including Chief Judge Judith Kaye’s Commission on the Future
of Criminal Indigent Defense Services, as the NYS Unified Court System’s Coor-
dinator for Access to Justice Initiatives for the 9th Judicial District, as a member
of the Office of Court Administration’s Committee on Criminal Jury Instructions,
on the Westchester County Criminal Justice Advisory Board, on the Westchester
County Domestic Violence Council, on the Advisory Board of the Westchester
Holocaust Commission’s Juvenile Offender Program, on the Task Force on the 
Future of Probation in the State of New York and on Chief Judge Kaye’s Commis-
sion on Drugs and the Courts. DA DiFiore has lectured, both in New York and
abroad, to judges and lawyers on domestic violence, the effects of domestic 
violence on children, ethics, problem solving courts and effective case 
management techniques. 

DA DiFiore is a life-long resident of Westchester County. She has effectively
served on the Boards and in leadership positions of numerous professional, civic
and local school organizations, including the Columbian Lawyers Association of
Westchester County, the Westchester Italian Cultural Center, the Westchester
Women’s Bar Association, the Westchester Children's Museum, the Pace 
University School of Law Board of Visitors and most recently asked to serve on
the board of The Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center of Westchester.

District Attorney Janet DiFiore is married to Dennis E. Glazer, a partner at the
law firm of Davis Polk & Wardwell. They live in Westchester County with their
three children.

Be the Difference
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HONORING 

Richard and Lee Laster 
FOR EXEMPLARY CITIZENSHIP 

ON THIS THIRD DAY IN NOVEMBER, TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN 
 

WHEREAS, THIS LEGISLATIVE BODY IS JUSTLY PROUD TO HONOR RICHARD AND LEE LASTER 
UPON THE OCCASION OF THE HOLOCAUST AND HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION CENTER TWO 

THOUSAND ELEVEN BENEFIT, AS THE SPIRIT OF HUMANITY AWARD RECIPIENTS; AND  
 
WHEREAS, THE HOLOCAUST AND HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION CENTER WORKS TO 

ENHANCE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF THE LESSONS OF THE HOLOCAUST; AND 
 
WHEREAS, RICHARD LASTER IS THE FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE HOLOCAUST AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS EDUCATION CENTER AND IS A DIRECTOR OF THE AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR THE 
WEIZMANN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND A FORMER TRUSTEE OF TEMPLE BETH EL; HE WAS 

CHAIRMAN OF THE PURCHASE COLLEGE FOUNDATION, AND CHAIRMAN OF THE 
WESTCHESTER EDUCATION COALITION; IN ADDITION, MR. LASTER WAS VICE PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED WAY OF WESTCHESTER; IN NINETEEN EIGHTY RICHARD LASTER WAS APPOINTED 
BY THE GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK TO THE PURCHASE COLLEGE COUNCIL; AND 
 
WHEREAS,  LEE LASTER GRADUATED FROM BARNARD COLLEGE WITH A DEGREE IN 
COMPARATIVE LITERATURE AND HAS HELD VARIOUS POSITIONS AS A LANGUAGE TEACHER IN 

BOTH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN NEW YORK CITY AND CHAPPAQUA; MRS. LASTER IS 
ACTIVE AS A DIRECTOR OF THE HOLOCAUST AND HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION CENTER; MRS. 
LASTER IS A FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE CHAPPAQUA ORCHESTRA; AND 
 
WHEREAS, IT IS THE SENSE OF THIS LEGISLATIVE BODY THAT WHEN INDIVIDUALS OF SUCH 

NOBLE AIMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE BROUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION IT IS APPROPRIATE TO 
PUBLICLY PROCLAIM AND COMMEND THOSE INDIVIDUALS FOR THE EDIFICATION AND 

EMULATION OF OTHERS; NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, THAT I, STATE SENATOR SUZI OPPENHEIMER COMMEND RICHARD AND LEE 

LASTER FOR A LIFETIME OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY AND STATE, AND THUS URGE ALL 
CITIZENS TO SHARE IN THIS CELEBRATION AND TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EDUCATE 

THEMSELVES ON THESE IMPORTANT PEOPLE OF OUR GREAT STATE; AND BE IT FURTHER 
 
RESOLVED, THAT A COPY OF THIS PROCLAMATION BE TRANSMITTED TO RICHARD AND LEE 

LASTER DURING TODAY’S EVENTS. 

 
             SUZI OPPENHEIMER 
             STATE SENATE – 37TH DISTRICT 
 
 



Be the Difference 

 
November 3, 2011 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I am both pleased and proud to greet all of you as you join the Holocaust and 
Human Rights Education Center in honoring two of our area’s truly outstanding 
citizens. 
 
In their demanding roles, Lee & Richard Laster have been a vital force within the 
community.  Their dedication to The Holocaust and Human Rights Education 
Center as Board Members and broadening the Center’s leadership position in 
Holocaust and human rights education has been an inspiration to many.  They 
are both to be commended for their outstanding service in Westchester County 
and beyond. 
 
I offer my sincere congratulations to your honorees and send warmest wishes for 
continued success and satisfaction in the years to come.  To the Holocaust and 
Human Rights Education Center, I express my gratitude for your commitment to 
achieve tolerance and understanding for all. 
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert P. Astorino 
County Executive     
!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

 

 
   

 
 

  
 

               
            
 

 
            

          
           

          
         

 
 

      
            

            
    

  
 

 

 
   
      

!
 

OFFICE OF THE WESTCHESTER COUNTY EXECUTIVE



Be the Difference

November, 2011

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the NYS Assembly, I am honored to recognize the accomplishments of the Holocaust

and Human Rights Education Center (HHREC) whose mission is to enhance the teaching and learning

the lessons of the Holocaust and the right of all people to be treated with dignity and respect.

It is also my great honor to congratulate this year’s honorees, Richard and Lee Laster, for their dedi-

cation to the Center and for their many lifetime accomplishments.  Richard, a former Chairman of

HHREC, Director of The American Committee for the Weizmann Institute of Science, and a former

Trustee of Temple Beth El, has given of his time and talent to help advance the moral, ethical and

spiritual goals of these organizations.  He has also been a staunch advocate for education having

served as Chairman of the Purchase College Foundation, a Trustee of Polytechnic University, Chair-

man of the Westchester Education Coalition, and President of the Chappaqua School Board.   

Lee is active as a Director of HHREC and is a former Director of the Chappaqua Orchestra.  Lee has

devoted much of her time to numerous town organizations while she and her husband raised two 

wonderful children.  They are now enjoying their four lovely grandchildren.  

The Assembly of the State of New York recognizes that the quality and character of life in the 

communities across the state are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those individuals

who would devote themselves to the welfare of the community.  Richard and Lee Laster are two such

individuals whom are deserving of our esteem and the esteem of the great State of New York.  
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Steven Goldberg – Steering Committee Co-Chair
Julie Scallero – Steering Committee Co-Chair

STEERING COMMITTEE
Seth Altman – Yorktown High School

Michael Bobkoff – Westchester Community College
Brett Bowden – Croton Harmon High School

Andy Cahn – Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center
Grace Caporino – Purchase College, SUNY

Donna Cohen – Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center
Neil Ginsberg – Scarsdale High School

Beth Kava – Pace University
Beth Quinn – Gorton High School, Retired
Robin Schamberg – Fox Lane High School

Marcie Schoenfeld – Greenwich High School, Retired
Edee Tenser – College of New Rochelle/Pace University

EDUCATOR PLANNING COMMITTEE
Mary Beth Anderson – Central Westchester Teacher Center

Jeanne Caraley – The Summit School, Nyack
Patty Dempsey – Quaker Ridge Elementary

Kramer Friedhelm – German School New York
Sheldon Grebstein, Ph.D., - Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center

Stephanie Harley – Greenacres School, Scarsdale
Dawn Kessler – Somers High School
Adrienne Pierce – Hackley School

Mitch Polay – Yonkers Middle & High School
Susan Taylor – Scarsdale Teacher Institute

ADVISORY SUB-COMMITTEE
Rachel Hallote – Purchase College, SUNY
Pat Levy – Woodlands Middle/High School

Gail Robinson – Manhattanville College

Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center 2011-2012

Educators Planning Committee
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Jack Babchik

Beth El Synagogue Center of New Rochelle

Dale & Steve Bloom

Hilda & Gilbert Boas

Christina J. Eldridge

Ellen & Moshe Gelboim

Frances Ginsberg, Ph.D.

Ellen & Joel Goldin, M.D.

Denny P. Jacobson

Harriet Kaplow

Beth Kaufman

Helga Kramarsky

Vida & Oscar Lebwohl, M.D. 

Carole & David Leinwand

Barbara & S. Jay Levy

Lola & Joseph Margulies

Judith & Robert Matson

Alan Moskin

Tobi & Gene Nadel

Penny & Nick Panayotou

Karen Rothschild

Carla & Michael Rubinger

Shirley & Gerry Ruckhaus

Carole & Matthew Scharff

Scarsdale Teachers Institute

Frank C. Siegel

David Schiff

VHB / Saccardi & Schiff

Louis Wachitel

Friend Listing
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�

Thank You To Our 

Grand Benefactors

�
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�

Anne and Sean Coffey 

Congratulate  

Lee and Richard Laster

and 

the family of 
Bernard J. Rosenshein

on this well-deserved recognition, 
and thank them for their steadfast support of the 

HHREC.

�
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We honor our friends

Richard and Lee Laster, 

Who for so many years
Have given so much of themselves

To further the cause of
Holocaust and Human Rights Education

With respect, admiration and affection,

�

Micki and Gary Joseph
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�

The Family of Bernard J. Rosenshein salutes the 

important work of the Holocaust & Human Rights

Education Center.  Bernard Rosenshein was a 

dedicated supporter of HHREC and we are honored to

continue his important work in his beloved memory.

�

Lisa Rosenshein Todes, Mark, Cayla and Joshua Todes,

Michele, Howard, Noah, and Sasha Geller,

Julie Rosenshein,

�
Along with

Rosalyn and Hyman Krantz,

Josh and Heidi Krantz,

David and Stacey Krantz,

Steven and Sharon Krantz
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�

Thank You To Our 

Benefactors

�
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We Congratulate

Richard & Lee Laster 
2011

Spirit of Humanity
Award Recipients

Honor the Memory of 

Bernard J. Rosenshein

and

Salute the work of the 

Speakers Bureau

�

Froma and Andrew Benerofe 
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Tonight We Honor

RICHARD and LEE LASTER

For Their Selfless Devotion to the Mission of the
Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center

All of us are indeed most fortunate to have 

benefited from their inspiring leadership.

�

Emily and Eugene Grant
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It was a great journey.  

I know you will keep it going.

�

Lee and Richard Laster
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Thank you

HHREC 

For your commitment
and the great work you have done.

We wish you all the best.

�

The Lowenstein Family
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�

Thank You To Our 

Sponsors & Patrons

�
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To Richard and Lee:

Thank you for guiding the HHREC 
with clarity of purpose and vision to the future.  

You have been an inspiration to the Board 
through your patience, respect, and compassion.  

It has been a pleasure to serve with you over the years.  

Best wishes in all future endeavors.

�
Elie Abemayor

Judy Shandling
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We salute the dedication

Lee & Richard Laster 

have given to 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education

�

Rebecca and Arthur Samberg
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Congratulations 

Richard & Lee 

Well Deserved Honor

Good Luck to You 

David Alpert

�

Richard Berman
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Wishing the Center
Many more years

Of continued success!

�

Joan and Alan Brout
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In Memory Of

Bernard J. Rosenshein

A good friend always.

�
Ellen and Elliot Kracko
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Best wishes to my good friends 
at the Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center,

for a memorable evening 
as you celebrate at your Annual Benefit

and

As you honor
Richard and Lee Laster

Westchester District Attorney Janet Di Fiore
and the memory of Bernard J. Rosenshein

Congresswoman Nita M. Lowey
Proudly Serving New York’s 18th Congressional District
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Congratulations to the 2011
Spirit of Humanity Award Recipients

Lee & Richard Laster

�

Landau-Schwalb Family 

and Youth Centers of Israel.
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Creative and artistic approach in capturing

All your unforgettable magic moments

(914) 738-1552
www.magicmomentsvideo.net

Pelham Manor, NY 10803 
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Thank you for your years of dedication 
to the HHREC mission

Lee & Richard Laster

and the 

Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center

For the inspiring work that you do!

�

Judith and Michael Margulies
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Your Total Home Comfort Company

Heating Oil
24-hour Service 7 Days a Week

Air Conditioning
Service and Installation

NATURAL GAS & Electricity
Supply, Service and Installation

Plumbing
Residential Service

914-345-5700

www.robisonoil.com

�

The Singer Family 
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LAW OFFICES

ONE LIBERTY PLAZA

NEW YOUR, NY

10006-1404

(212) 412-9500

FAX (212) 964-9200

IN MEMORY OF

BERNARD J. ROSENSHEIN

AND

IN HONOR OF

THE WESTCHESTER DISTRICT ATTORNEY,
HON. JANET DIFIORE

AND IN APPRECIATION OF YOUR IMPORTANT WORK.

YOUR FRIENDS AT

�

Flemming Zulack Williamson Zauderer LLP

FLEMMING

ZULACK

WILLIAMSON

ZAUDERER

LLP
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Gandhi
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�

Thank You To Our 

Supporters

�



�

As your fellow volunteer, acting as the Speakers
Bureau Director – I would like to thank all the

speakers for giving their time to educate students,
teachers and the community about the Holocaust.

As survivors your personal stories brings the horrendous
atrocities of the “Final Solution” to life.

I have worked with most of you since 1994 and have
heard from students; teachers and community members

how invaluable your presentations are.

We all know how important it is to honor and keep the
memory of those who perished alive.

Thank you for volunteering your time and honoring the
6 million.

�

Susan Rothschild
Speakers Bureau Director

Be the Difference
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Available in Educator Set for Grades 8 - College 
and on DVD for general audiences.

To order, and for more information, Call the 
Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center

800-696-2044

or visit
www.hhrecny.org

T E S T I M O N Y
of the Human Spir i t

Six Survivors tell the history of the Holocaust
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Congratulations

Richard & Lee  

Thank you for all your dedication and inspiration.
We wish you many more years bright with hope,

blessed with peace, wrapped in love 
and filled with happiness.

All our love always, 

�

Paula and Jeff Yormak
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For Susan Rothschild

My deepest gratitude and respect for you. 

Over the past 17 years you have worked 
tirelessly as a volunteer. 

Your efforts in coordinating the Speakers Bureau
have resulted in over 140,000 presentations.

My love and admiration for all you do 
for the mission.

�

Donna
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We are proud to support the
Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center

and its mission to prevent
discrimination through education.

�

Ellen and Scott Baken

�
Richard and Emily Cohen 

salute

Lee and Richard Laster

and their tireless commitment to the
Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center.

Thank you for your passion and vision --- 
you are both invaluable to the Center.



Dear Lee and Richard,

For all you do for your community and the Jewish people,
we are proud to be your friends.

Congratulations!

�
Rosalyn and Irwin Engelman

Be the Difference

Our best wishes to
Richard and many thanks

For a job well done

�

The Elliot Family
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Warmest wishes to

Lee & Richard Laster

On this well deserved honor as the
2011 Be the Difference Benefit

Spirit of Humanity Award Recipients

�
Elise and Noel Flagg

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees

Richard and Lee Laster

In fond memory of Bernard Rosenshein.
And to the great work of the 
HHREC Speakers Bureau.

�
Elsa & Melvin Federbush
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Congratulations to the Honorees

from a past award winner

�

Hon. Samuel G. Fredman, J.S.C. Retired
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Richard & Lee
Your friendship has enriched my life beyond measure

I salute you

With Love, gratitude and admiration.  

�
Sheldon Grebstein, Ph.D.

Both of you are the paradigm of citizen leaders.

Were there more like you the world would be 

much less in need of repair.

Thanks for all that you have done for the Jewish people, 

the community, and the nation.

�
Bob and Barbara Goodkind



Be the Difference

Best Wishes

to 

Lee & Richard Laster

On this well deserved honor
2011 Spirit of Humanity Award Recipients

�
Drs. Deanne & Habib Jamal

We remember with love Paula and Hyman Flancbaum, 
survivors of the Shoah.  They met and married in the 

Bergen Belsen Displaced Persons Camp.  
We honor the courage it took to rebuild their lives.  

Their parents and siblings – eleven in total
– perished in Auschwitz and Treblinka. 

They made a difference.

Shirley and Henry Hackel
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Congratulations to an 
Outstanding couple.

Your honor richly deserved.

With respect & admiration

�

Lee Katz, Ph.D.

In Memory of Bernard J. Rosenshein
In deepest gratitude to the Speakers Bureau

and
With our warmest congratulations to 

Lee & Richard Laster
2011 Spirit of Humanity Award Honorees

We proudly support the
Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center

�

The Kaidanow Family
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Good wishes to all who work 

to keep the awful lessons of 

the Holocaust in front of us.

�

Betsy and Don Landis
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The final forming of a person's character lies in their own hands
~ ANNE FRANK

Congratulations

Richard & Lee Laster
On this well deserved honor

The HHREC Speakers Bureau
for touching so many lives

and

In memory of the life of Bernard J. Rosenshein

�
Paul J. Noto
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Richard and Lee,

You have brought honor and a sense of 
accomplishment to this organization.

Thank you for all your years of selfless service!

�

Gabriel and Louise Rosenfeld

Congratulations and thanks to 

Lee and Richard Laster

and to all of the dedicated members of our Speakers Bureau

�

Valerie and Jack O’Keeffe
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HOWARD AND VIVIAN SKLAR 

CONGRATULATE 

HONOREES 

LEE AND RICHARD LASTER
�
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Thank you

Richard and Lee

�

From

Arthur & Nancy Stampleman
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Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester
honors our beloved 

Richard and Lee Laster,
this year’s recipients of

The Spirit of Humanity Award!

�
Joshua M. Davidson, Rabbi

Congratulations

Lee & Richard Laster
Spirit of Humanity Award Honorees

In Memory of Bernard J. Rosenshein
Courage to Care Award

HHREC Speakers Bureau
In Tribute to the work you do

�
Barbara and Marc Tartell



Congratulations and thanks to 
Richard and Lee Laster.

And with much gratitude to 
Bernie Rosenshein and his family 
for their support of the HHREC.

�

Wendy and Daniel Weinreb and family

Be the Difference
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Lee and Richard

We honor you

for the important 

work you do to 

help remember the past

and better the future

�

Meryl and Steve Adler

Upstanders =
Lee and Richard 

Laster

Congratulations 
and

Best Wishes 

www.insidechappaqua.com

914-238-2600

Holocaust and Human Rights 
Education Center,

Richard & Lee Laster, 
The Hon. Janet DiFiore,

&
The Speakers Bureau

Congratulations

In memory of
Mr. Alan B. Slifka

Riva Ariella Ritvo-Slifka
&

The Alan B. Slifka Foundation

To Honor the memory of 

Bernard Rosenshein

We support 

Human Rights Education

�
Ellen and Martin Sperber



Be the Difference

TRC Engineers, Inc. 

Civil, Site, Traffic, Transportation and  

Environmental Engineering Consultant 

 
7 Skyline Drive  
Hawthorne, NY 

 
               Phone (914) 592-4040 
                   Fax (914) 592-5046 

 

www.trcsolutions.com 

 
Affiliated offices in Millburn, Mount Laurel and 

Lee & Richard Laster

We honor and thank you 
for your 

outstanding leadership.

�

Sel and Hilda Hubert

In honor of 

Susan Harvey Glick

�

From 

Eugene and Hinda Farber

Lee and Richard 

We salute you.

�
Love,

Lynn, Eric, Neal 
and Anita
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In honor of 

Elsa & Melvin Federbush

For your dedication 

to Holocaust education.

�
Sy Lesser

Beth El Synagogue
of New Rochelle

Salutes our distinguished members

Jay Sommer
Bettina Graf

�
Melvin N. Sirner, Rabbi

Aaron Fleishaker, Presdient



Holocaust &
Human Rights
Education Center

UPSTANDER

What is an Upstander?

An upstander is a rescuer.

An upstander sees a wrong and rights it.

An upstander does the right thing.

An upstander is not a bystander.

An upstander is YOU because you are here.  
Thank you for BEING THE DIFFERENCE!

www.hhrecny.org

�
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Holocaust &
Human Rights
Education Center

Our Mission

Our mission is to enhance the teaching and learning of the

lessons of the Holocaust and the right of all people to be

treated with dignity and respect.  Our educational programs

reach nearly 12,000 middle school, high school and college

students and teachers in Westchester, Putnam and Fairfield

Counties each year.We encourage students to speak up 

and act against all forms of bigotry and prejudice.

www.hhrecny.org




